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PRIMER INTELLIGENCE
CLEAN UP

Water based MICA primers are formulated to adhere to polymeric films, paper and foil.
Unfortunately, many of the primers are also prone to bonding with chrome and ceramic
applicator cylinders, metal machine parts and, frankly, most equipment on which they are
allowed to dry. The following recommendations are the culmination of more than 30 years
of priming and clean up experience.

The Golden Rule of Clean Up
Do not allow the primer to dry on surfaces.

Wet primer can be easily and thoroughly removed with water or a mix of soap
and water. Keep the applicator cylinder rotating slowly during downtime to
significantly reduce the effort involved in clean up. To avoid scratching, scrub
chrome surfaces with brass brushes, ceramic surfaces with stainless steel brushes.

Stubborn Deposits

Despite our best efforts, sometimes primer ends up drying on machine parts. The dry
residue is often a tough, chemically resistant coating, demanding more aggressive cleaning
techniques.

The Chemical Approach

+«»+ Caustic materials will dissolve most types of primer residue. An aqueous, high pH
solution, such as sodium hydroxide in water or ammonia in water will loosen
deposits. Oven cleaner (high pH foam) will cling to difficult-to-reach areas and
vertical surfaces. Be sure to take the appropriate safety precautions recommended by
your supplier when handling caustic materials and ensure machine parts are not
susceptible to corrosion.

«» Commercially available cleaning products are offered by specialty chemical
suppliers* and some engraved cylinder manufacturers.?

« If a solvent-based approach is desired, polar solvents such as ethanol, isopropanol or
n-methyl pyrrolidone are likely to help to loosen deposits. Avoid noxious materials
such as benzene, toluene and ethyl acetate, as our primers are inert to most
hydrocarbon solvents. The use of methylene chloride is also discouraged.

The information contained herein is intended to assist you in determining suitability of our product for your commercial or industrial applications. As performance
characteristics vary according to application, operating conditions, use, etc., we recommend that you test our products to determine to your satisfaction that quality
and performance are suitable for your particular purpose. Nothing herein shall constitute a warranty of any kind, expressed or implied, including but not limited to,
warranty of merchantability or fitness, nor is protection from any patent to be inferred. No representative of ours is authorized to change this provision.

© 2002 by Mica Corporation



Mechanical Methods for Roll Cleaning

% Industrial roll cleaning equipment, based on ultrasonic or chemical washing methods,
can be used to deep clean engraved cylinder cells.

% Systems which utilize small particles to blast residue from cylinder cells include
sodium bicarbonate (baking soda)® or plastic* media. These are environmentally
conscious methods and produce good results.

Common sense reminders: before attempting clean up, please ensure the machine materials

will not be damaged by the cleaning technique. When working with chemicals, refer to the
supplier's MSDS for proper safety equipment, handling and disposal procedures.

Selected sources:

1. "Rollout" is an environmentally friendly product recommended for cleaning chrome and
ceramic cylinders. Rollout is available from Danko Industries, Inc., 37W222 Route 64, St.
Charles, IL 60175, phone (630) 761-3188.

2. Pamarco Inc., 209 East 11" Ave., Roselle, NJ 07203, phone (908) 241-1200.

3. E.S.C.A. Industries Ltd., P.O. Box 429, Hatfield, PA 19440 Phone: (215) 723-9000,
escaind@aol.com.

4. Absolutely Micro-Clean International, Inc., 11311 Trade Center Dr. Suite 115, Rancho
Cordova, CA 95742, phone (800) 474-8489, www.microclean-intl.com.




